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Trends in Japanese education

• Society is changing 
– The Fourth Industrial Revolution; Society 5.0

• School education is changing.
– The learning process redefined as

“acquirement, application, and inquiry” 

by  the Japanese Central Council on Education in 2008.

• School librarianship in Japan is changing 
VERY LITTLE.
– Remaining locally/nationally determined.
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International collaboration 

among universities

• Universities in different nations have 
started to collaborate to improve their 
teacher education. 
– Awareness is growing of the need to prepare children to be 

global citizens

• LIS education is one of the areas in need of 
international collaboration.
– Faculty members have begun to engage in a wide range of 

international activities relating to curriculum and research.

– Schools are offering opportunities for international 
internships.
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School librarianship in Japan:
Three kinds of library “professionals”

• Shisho-kyoyu司書教諭, meaning librarian-
teachers  (School Library Law, 1953)
– A national certificate: 5 subjects (10 credits)

– The national curriculum is offered in 217 universities 
(2016) and 38 summer sessions (2019)

– Most are hired as fulltime classroom/subject teachers.

• Gakko-shisho学校司書, literally meaning school 
librarian (School Library Law, 2014) 
– A nationally proposed model curriculum: 10 subjects (20 

credits) 

– Many are hired as part-time non-teaching staff.  
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School librarianship in Japan:
Problems❔

• Two different “professionals” in school libraries.
– In most public schools, one of the full-time classroom/subject 

teachers is appointed librarian-teacher without a reduction in 
teaching duties.

– Most school library personnel are hired as part-time, non-teaching 
staff.  

• Courses on school librarianship are offered at 
the undergraduate level. – “Professional” training?
– No quality control of the certificate programs by governments and 

professional organizations.
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Our project since 2018

• Purpose
– Improving the quality of education for school librarianship, shifting 

toward an internationally recognized “professional” level 

• By
– Collaborating with international colleagues

– Exploring the possibilities of introducing online education

• Holding workshops and a symposium in Japan
– International School Librarians’ Forum of East Asia 2018 (ISLF 2018)

– International symposium 2019 - Road to the future: School and 
Children’s Librarianship 

• Ongoing project
– Trying to find options for international collaboration for the future
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Survey after ISLF 2018 (1): 
Three workshops

Date/Place Theme Instructor

Workshop 1
June 2, 2018 (Sat)
10:00-14:30

“The library as a hub of
the learning community”

Ms. Katy Jean Vance/
Librarian, Yokohama 
International School

Workshop 2
July 28, 2018 (Sat)
10:00-14:30

“Strengthening students’
English skills through
a reading program”

Ms. Annie Tam/
Head Librarian, The 
Independent Schools 
Foundation Academy

Workshop 3
Sept. 22, 2018 (Sat)
10:00-14:30

“Leading technologies
in education”

Mr. Bingqing Zhao/
Teacher Librarian, 
Keystone Academy
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• Online questionnaires using Google Forms

• To evaluate the demand for more advanced education

• Respondents are a mixture of “students,” “school 
library personnel,” “university faculty,” and others.
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Survey after ISLF 2018 (2): 
Conducting the survey

answered the 
questionnaire participants 

participated in 
Workshop 1

Participated in 
Workshop 2

Workshop 1 21 22 - -

Workshop 2 13 16 7 -

Workshop 3 15 25 6 4

total 49 63 - -
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Survey after ISLF 2018 (3): 
The survey results

• Interest in learning with other school librarians 
and international students in English (single-choice)

– An overwhelmingly positive attitude is observed.  

– – Only 5 choose “Yes, [but] only occasionally” and all others, 44 
respondents, answered, “Yes, always.”

– Those 5 were the ones who identified themselves as gakko-shisho, 
adjunct instructor, undergraduate student, other, or N/A

• Preferred ways of learning (multiple-choice)

– The answers reflected somewhat conservative attitudes.

– 27 respondents out of 49 chose one or two “Face-to-face” options.

– Regarding online learning opportunities, simultaneous sessions were 
preferred over asynchronous ones. 



Discussion (1)

• The favorable and positive answers concerning 
future learning opportunities may reflect the 
conditions of the workshops.

→ Fees, as well as the language (English)

• To improve the expectations of students 
regarding future; online education, we might 
need to work on training faculty members and 
putting pilot programs in place.
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Discussion (2)

• For real, practical international collaboration, we 
need to handle the following issues:

– The theological foundation: Pedagogy or 
Library Science?

– The level of education programs – graduate 
or/and undergraduate?

– The limited availability of good instructors in 
some countries – online program works?
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The founding spirit of Rikkyo University is steeped in

Christian values of providing a liberal education that nurtures every aspect of 

the individual. These values continue to be our guiding principle.
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